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by Boz
The following interview was conducted with

Nick Cave,lead singe r of the Birthday Party. They
have a new LP out called "Junkyard° , which in my
opinion is the bes t thing they've done to date .
It' s the sound of a violent drunken brawl- the
backdrop iS the jumbled rhythms that run through
all the songs on the album . Everything is extreme ,
thi s is not light stuff- from the sound o f the
scraping guitar t o Nick himself , always pushing
himself a bit further- out of control indeed. I
met Nick at Chri s Carr' s office , but first a few
pints were in orde r at the pub acros s the street
(English beer is excellent!) . Phil , thei r drummer ,
joined us as well . H e seemed mos t interested in
the girl an the cover of Sublapse #5, Lis a Nas h of
the Screaming Sneakers . . .but s o did a lot of othe r
people . Anyway , after we got chased out of the pub
for its 3 p.m. closing , we went back to the office
and got started.
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/ NICK: It was Just a matter of No {of 4A D) ooming , i =nd they have a plot and th

e
y Just happen to E;Q

	

1
by aooidentwl think to one of our gigs- and liking 1l ' for only one page . They're divided into 5
tie Through that period we had been through a lot I■ •ategories 10 plays each. . . . .
of record oompanies who lust sort of listened to

	

B Who in the band eoi&e6 up with the ideas foi►
our record and asked questions like, "Is this a

	

, our songs ?
demo tape or what?" .

	

,• ICK : Well, I'm sure depending on who you as k
haYabout the records you had released in

	

0itheyywiil
lll probay ttel

l hat yodou

	

differs
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NICK : Our first record was on a compilation

	

m B : What about inspiration for your material ,
record of Australian punk rock back in '?7 and

	

usical and non-musical ?
then we had a single and an album and a 12 "EP .

	

I ; NICK :Where does the inspiration come from? Like
Then we had another album all of which are happily hat have I been reads ?(Nick points to a book ., :
in the confines of Australia and hopefully won't ■~ e was carrying around,'The Marquis de Sade' )
surface oaethey aren'
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way

	

y
e released here two singles. . . and there's the

	

•already written and the kind of sense of =come
n"prayers on Tire" album and then the live album

	

Ifortableness that you get after writing someth4 a
ith Lydia Lunch and there's a new album coming

	

eland~ MAut, too .

	

■ake the sort of' feel you've got to do at Ia
a N . How did you get involved with Lydia?

	

■one more record to nullify the one you did b
4ILi{s Apparently, so she tells us, she heard our site exouseit or whatever, or you consider i
"Prayers on Fire" record and was greatly

	

■ .00d enough or along the wrong track- notxar
nthralled by it and was delirious about us

	

■ hat you were after . Consequently, I'm blopi#
owing over to America . Consequently she went to

	

to do a record to kind of react against that
' number of our gigs, whieh, because of the nature titular record and do something else . Thenor
f New York at the time or the nature of us at

	

record I would really like to do is lust rs
he time,I'm not quite sure- they were being

	

N•xtremely pure stylist record, that's lust an
ancelled or abbreviated after a couple of songs, •l inoredibly kind of sad record rather than the m i' t
:nd eventually she saw us and then decided we had 1i•f angry, aggressive, twisted type of record that ;

dust somethi :ag''certain bad seed in common . We enjoyed each

	

I e've been getting out lately. . .
ther's comp y. . .we also talked about me and her 11 rather tha.lt make people want to punch themselves ,

I Just make a kind of a silent thing- that would be'`..aking a record together in America sometime in

	

'Every difficult for us to do . . . .eptember, and and we've just hind of got various n
prn ecta we're going to do- a aided, hopefully

	

I■ H : how serious is your music ?
having a book published of fifty plays . . .

	

I 1 NICK : I consider it to be very serious stuff .
T3 : What are the plays like? I : ,,ean it's obviously very funny but . . .it always

NICK : Well they're certainly worth throwing cue seems to ma the best way to get around variou s
, the window. I mean they're just one page pieces a 11`orts of things is to be first funny about it ,

Iasfar as I ',hich is a bit outmoded now,moon..pornography and garbage of some description .
'ey're very good plays . I quite enjoyed doing

	

9~`e'ned I would lust like to do a record that is sl ,
them. The 're ust like- -- They're not like

	

eltruly depressing record like "Berlin" LoP :.. . :. . .. .
i■ M/1■■Is mi .. .newe gnmensm.manwomemsom-
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iCX : Well, I think that may be the case in cer-

tain areas, but I think that's probably a bit of a
fallacy. I don't see how anyone can come into a
recording studio and say 'That's not right' ; I
mean it would just be an impossible thing to d o
with us . I mean, if we were to sign with a bigge r
label, millet) we're not against on principle, we
would obviously put certain things into the con.:
tract to do whatever we like . . . .
SR: Can you see yourselves as a commercially
viable band within the mainstream?
NICK : Nell I think our group could become ,sortt
(sue successful duetoSome sort o trickery on our
behalf-- putting across what we're doing in an ex p.
citing fashion on atage, we're kind of vibrant an d
energetic, and nasty and soulful and whatever, bu t
I can never see our music being totally on the
street or what we're trying to put across being
understood by the masses . I think the-sort o f
things we're trying to put across would only
apply to a certain particular type of human being .
That's not a person who is hipper than someone
else, but just a certain person who thinks th e
way we do . . . As I said I guess we could put out
a reasonably catchy single I suppose .

	

I
SR; Is there a `typical' Birthday Party fan that
goes to your gigs ?
NICK: Yeah I think at the moment there is a
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I P3 ; what about Joy Division?

	

Il~■..—~le,~~~~■■111
■I#:K : I'm talking about something that's honest ~■■■■.:~~~ii■,1~ 1~

	

„~■~1i
. )td truly. ., not lust a kind of trumped up sort ~1~■~~~~~~~~1~■11 :_■'~■ ~1.
of joke . I mean, whatever they were supposed to beIIII.I./g/.•..semns ~~~//■~~~1~~:i1like. as far as I sm concerned the recordsjust

	

■r
ever really cracked it They just for me weren't '.

	

econvincing, it was sort of blatant and over the

	

1
top, and in some ways "Berlin"is like that, but
you can't really kind of take it seriously . I take 'IItheir sentiment very seriously but not the way 11
they put it across . I never really liked Joy

	

11Division that much.
R : What are your overall goals as far as a band? .

NICK : It just goes in stages, we've never had a
particular goal, it's changed so often . . . . Over

	

nI
the last 2 years I think our group has tried to
perfect a type of reasoning that involved a kin d
of a thrusting or destructing kind ofelement at nthe audience- just something that corrupts or ex- 5cites without any interest in where their energy ISgoes after they've been kind of activated by it. I/But now I'd like to portray.. . a different sort of I I
thought . As I say-- a lot more kind of feeling

	

I g
sort of thing .

	

n
SE: Are you under a contract with 4AD?

	

I I
NICK : We are with each record.SR: Would you ever consider a deal with a major I

' label? • 1
NICK : Yeah. Sure, of course we would .
5R: You wouldn't be against it?

	

n
NICK : Why would we be against it?

	

n
SE : Well, some bands wind up having to compro-
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Wise their music and a. .rgaCh,
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certain type of people coming along, but I think
they're barking up the wrong tree . We're trying
to put it across to them that they're barking u p
the wrong tree, but they don't seem to understand .
They seem to think that when we're agressiv e
towards them it's just kind of part of the fun an d
part of the show and it's Just not!, And these days
when I feel agressive towards the audience it' s
because I truly hate them and for no other reason .
SR: You're not conscious of your audience then ?
NICK : Now St's becoming a kind of fashionabl e
type of thing so that now I'm fairly conscious o f
people not really understanding at all, but rather
being there . Bather because the media told them to
be there or their friends told them to be there .
So that the kind of hate I used to have on stage
was a kind of hate for certain particular things ,
but now I just simply hate the people that we're
playing to . It's distracting to play to people
you're not interested in entertaining anyway .
SR : What about some •f the L .A . horror bands like
Christian Death? Do you see any similarities tothe Birthday Party musically?
NICK : Anyone who thinks that our particular in..
fluenoes that we're trying to put across is Satan»
ism or complete evil is completely misguided .
Something like Christian Death- that sort of stuff
doesn't interest me in the slightest, it's SO far
away from what we're all about that it's like cc
paring us to ABC or something like that . I think
that sort of thing is very shallow . We're accused
of being cheap about the way we present our sho w
because I attack the audience, sometimes quit e
physically, that it's a cheap ploy to kind of getattention. It offends me a great deal . I neve r
want to go on stage, it's only a few minutes
before we go on that I feel any desire whatsoever .
It's only kind of seconds before and it doesn' t
always happen anyway) but for some reason or othe r
I feel I can crack it . Far people to say our pro-
cess on stage is cheap and so forth insults we
because the only way we can put on a good show i swhen every inch ofour soul and heart goes int o
the performance. If it's a good show it sticks
out like a sore thumb . That's why it offends me
because sometimes some shows we put out-- I've
really lost a lot of energy and sweat over and pu t
a lot into it. A lot more than I put into anything
else I practically do and then you read a revie w
about it the next week and it says,'Well, Nic k
Gave threw himself in the audience a :ain ho ho hum
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he's been doing it every gig, blab blah blab
that's quite upsetting .
SR : Do you generally dislike touring ?
NICK : It's one big hangover . Tours are such mono
sters in that they kill any inspiration that yon
had for the music . Each time each song is sung t o
a certain extent it's kind of . . .It's like kissing
the same woman for a week .
SR : So what about the single you're making fo r
your girlfriend ?
NICK : (Laughs .) The girl I've been kissing fo r
years . Well, it's just a song we've written ver y
recently--there's a lot of things I've wanted to
do that are outside the Birthday Party framework -
extra-curricular activities . In order to get he rto record something, or other people also, there'sother people with a lot of talent who have not the '
means or even the inclination .
If you ask them to go out to record a record
they have absolutely no idea of hew to go about
and it would probably be impossible for them to d o
it because of the bureaucracy that you have to go
through before you can even record a record . You
have to be in the position where you can say,
'Hey, listen' to your record company,'I've got
someone I would like to record a record with' . Now
we're in a position where that's possible . Now I'm
able to make a solo record if I wanted to- whic h
I do . With the solo record that I want to make now
is in the way that I've been talking; to make an
incredibly lonely sort of record . I mean every way
that I've described this record has been such a
cliche that it sounds terrible but I'm not exactl y
sure how I want to do it . I think at the same time
the Birthday Party could do that as well or better
as a group. So I would hope . . .I know Rowland i s
very interested in making a record of that sort a s
well . Me and Howland tend to, even though we wor k
away from each other, tend to kind of think in
practically the same way all the time in terms o f
what we want to do. I'm very excited about the ne xrecord,which is quite odd because in Australia we
were just sort of inches from breaking up . Just
knowing that we couldn't make another record again
after we made " .Junkyard'- that's what we thought
about at the time because we thought we had pushe d
it as tar as we could go and we couldn't see anyother sort of record we could make . Now we're veryenthusiastic	
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