Story by Gaye Nemeli

e i le Meesvaris, AIger, gidtarise

with the Cielfidy, apens the daor with a lpstick: sniile.

Ansidde, the small red-varpered living room s stacked with

iy, singleés and .‘mu-iur “Kilfer” d prey r.'tr e wfter
Jire Lee Lewis, riwj'.r ol the door,

Basyisr Seexan Robing emerges slowdy from another roon:,

i wanders somewhar sleepily over o the colich Tnoa fow
arore ninies, dewminrer-singer Bobby Tak avcd new v added
gudiariss Barey Tak and nevwly added guitarise Barry Eflioo
Knoick amd enrer i il an eiphi-pack of small cans of
Budweiser.

Barrv properly shakes evervonc's hand, and Deblie
retreals intl the kitelien. Manager Raberd Muascare is en the
phone constanly. and Bobby sinks inig g Jetpard vovered
chair intent on a boxof popeern saacks: AL fiome with the
Cichrlidds.
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Fur. aver 4 wonth. rumiors have heer Bulfered around
town that the Ciclldids were splintering and some of thes
|| Were regrouping with: sew peesanngd. The Cichiidy were:

meitier seen or heard from,
fabhy Tak ard Robert Muscaro were drinkiing heer
toether i owr bar one night havimg a grand old tine when
sy apprcifed e ard anndunced thar Mascdro
argd Tk were nor spéaking. lagine their surprise.
'Euppme'fﬂl* W were nol evertalking rooaaibh other and
hére wielre sitting gerting driul; together”, Bubhy faﬂ],r.'mf
Sand thiv gui didn even know who b way ralking 107
i Thegroap hayworked well o CF IR, Sever davia week
af hefmg. dhe Cielifice, ay well as holding secorid Jobs driving
taxis, parking cars. clerking i drug stores and with oue
Clohliel even working as o temporarr fegal aide
A o takes o ligtle tine of and fook how the rumors
afart fo fIe", sald Debbip abops the mvsterions time off
Bebbie and Babhyv are eipecially amazed 1o hear the
ruremair thar ffee hand Wy conidering soome £ A, musiciiang o
Sill vacancies feft W departing members.” Evervone knaws
they are a Sowch Florida barnd,
“We have fnregricy. Whar would we wanl L A, snisicians
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Jor?”" Bobby asks.

Az it was, guirgrist Aflen Porteran was the only ope to
leave over what Debbie simply termed as Vdifferences”,
Barry Elffon, who at one time plaved with Charlie Picket
and the Epgs, replaced him on guitar,

Muvstery solved; Cichlids inrace.

The Cichlids choose rheir own turf to have phoros shos,
and give a tour of Darnia streers looking for likelv spois. They
spv a focal ice cream parlor and pose around brighily fir
games while Bohby digs up a quarier and climbs inte a hooth
fer wateh cartoons. Meanwhile rourises are coming ous of the
parfor, staring and grabbing for thefr children. Jaded
wailresses in siraw hats wonder whai is going on, This is
Dania, home of the Ciehiies.

Next door at the grocery store, while Robert elears it with
the store manager, the Ciellids powt in fromt of rows of salod
dressings. Debbie hopes for shopping carl, but setiles for
climbing onta the freezer holding turkevs and upsets the
thermostat, The Cichliels decide this is a lfkely spoi and pose
some more while Debbie i froschicten and Bobhy actually
EFins,

This grows ofd quickly for the band, arnd it (s back owt on
the streets (o look for someching more stark and chey head
Jor some ditapidated steps chey remember a few blocks
away,

Debbie and Swsan spot a local bar on the next corner and
evervone wants g beer, bul Susan and Debbie some out
faster than they went in as catcalls and jock tvpes in
University of Miami t-shives, skinny guvs in kiphugger bell
bortoms and bandannas come tumbling our after them,

The band scurrics on to be photographed in front of a wall
af elecrric meters. fronically, after this is done and they walk
the streets back to the house, the power goes owt. Dania is
without electricity.

"Cichiiey do nor cause blackours™, Debbie said. "1 can’t
helieve this™

The Cichlids ax they are not known started (o fruppen
whowut o vear and threee months age.. There were two previous
line-ups befure this one, including one all-girl band that
never appeared live, and one that wanted (o cover other
people’s sangs and sta)y away from original unes, Debbis
became “disiliusioned”, but atiribuies the return of Bofiby

Tak from Bosion and pesents, wick e “magie” of the current
Cieltlicls.
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“Raober! called me and rold me 1o come dowe and rake a
Jook ar Debbie's bend”, said Bobby. I did, and she knocked
me our. [ never consideree joining umtdl [ saw her.”
“Then Susan came inand sewed it all wp, Susan ar the time
just hae her basy and couldn't play a thing but maybe a litife
b, @ note or two', said Dehbie, "Bl she came in and
ekl picked {1 up.™
Dehbie savs Bobby was the only member with any
previous experience. Bobby will only admit ta a stine with
Tempest Storm, whom he calls “mavbe the second most

Sfamowus burlesque pecformer chis nation has ever known”,

Debbie calls her own experience ar the “clementary”,

The band's first gig was ai Musician's Exchange on June
17, 1979, By afl accounts, they were surprised at the reaciion
they pot. They were prepared for anyvihing excepr for what
frappened.

“People down where had never seen anvehing ke this”,
Bobby said. " They didn’t applaud and they didn’t boo, but
nobody turned their backs. It was scranpe. There were all
these hippies out there and one thing freaked me out. We did
‘Search and Destroy' and there's this ane hippie our there
with hair down o his ass singing along.”

The rest (5 Risrory. Cichilid ads appeared. Cichlids were
spray-painted on highway everpasses, Cichlids played local
clubs, The band apened for almost every major act that came
inta town recenil; twice for the Ramones, iwice for lggy
Pap and twice for the Pretenders while these growups were in
Florida.

The Cichlids released an album, “Be True 1o Your
School”, produced by Ann Holloway, covered phojo-
graphed by rock phorographer  Lynn Goldseith, and
refeased on TK's fabel A Florida band on a Florida label.

Debbie designed the logo during a previoews Ciohlids
incarnation never expecting things fo develop as they did.,

e clay frook some paper and Indian ink and said * Let's
serawd and ot it's on the cover of the alhum™, Debbie said,

frr mneemory of davs when they plaved Tieht Squeeze Club,
the Cichificls are refeasing o single in Julv thar inclides
verstons of " Bubile Gum” and ™ Tourisis Are Pink" curt back
when the band was not as soplisticated or musical ax the
are presently, as well as “Lifeguard Dan',

“The fans would write or sav o us, ‘we fike what vou're
deing now, bt we would fike a memento of the old davs’
back when the baned was plaving the Sgueese”, manager

e e PR

Robert savs. " This single is history, it's @ memenio.”

The Cichilids are preparing to go on a national lour in the
middle or lairer part of Julv. Although a definite itinerary is
mol ver sel, the band does expect 1o play Hurrah's in New

York Cityv. This is when they expect to push “Be True 1o
YViour School” natfonwide.

While they are stifl in town, the Cichlids are introducing
Five new songs in their ser. Two are covers of songs. COne is
“Tell Hin™ originafly done by a group called the Excirers.
The odher (3 " Beach Pariy”, an old song from an Annetie
Funicello and Frankie Avalon beach party movie,

The new origingls include " Beetfemania™ a short song

| abowr Volkswagens

“You don't have a Qig back sear

But vou sure goi a cure beep beep

My Volkswagen does, i1, veah, myv Volkswagen does i"

Debbie and Bobby laugh, recalling the one Bobby awnedd
whife they antended Fi. Lauderdale high, one that was lighi
Mlue “with the smashed=-in back enc”,

The Cichlicls go a bit political and against some of mellow
rock’s heavies with a pro-nuke song { Bobby's favorite in the
new set) cafled “Siiving Ducks'';

“You can run vour lighis
Yo can warm Naour shower
Bur you can't fight Russia
With solar power”

Babby and Debbie do all the writing for band except for
the numbers they choose 1o cover,

Debbie designs and sews all her clothes, some which can
b fownd on any member of the band. She has ro discipline
herself berween writing and sewing because borh of them are
so “addicting”,

As Bohby leaves for the might tafk ing abour sleeping with
the lighis on after having seen “The Shining” because
“psrehos with axes” seare fiim and monsters do nor, Debbie
pully oue a cat brain in Alcohol kepr in a cabiner, left over
from the davs she was a pre-med studens in college.

“We could have vasily been doctors or lowvers,” said
Drebhie, 1 was imto seience, [ wanted 1o be a doctor, [ weald
rather chop up cats than get onstage because ! had horrible
| sragefrizhe.”
| Ilove The Clehlids, @ Pirahna are cichlios, r;u;;('.l' fish are

creitifels. Mese interesting aguarivm fish are cichffeds.™




